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Synopsis

Analyzing Politics makes the fundamentals of rational-choice theory accessible to undergraduates
in clear, nontechnical language. Through case studies, illustrations, and examples, the author
provides students with the means to analyze a wide variety of situations. The Second Edition has
been thoroughly revised to include updated cases and examples, new problem sets and discussion
questions, and new & ceExperimental Cornera « sections at the end of many chapters, describing

experiments from social science literature.
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Customer Reviews

Kenneth A. Shepsle is the George D. Markham Professor of Government and founding member of
the Institute for Quantitative Social Science at Harvard University. He is the author or coauthor of
several books, including Politics in Plural Societies: A Theory of Democratic Instability; The Giant
Jigsaw Puzzle: Democratic Committee Assignments in the Modern House; Models of Multiparty
Electoral Competition; Making and Breaking Governments; and Analyzing Politics: Rationality,
Behavior, and Institutions. He has been a member of the National Academy of Sciences and the
American Academy of Arts and Sciences since 1990, and he is the recipient of fellowships by the
Hoover Institution, John Simon Guggenheim Memorial Foundation, and Center for Advanced Study

in the Behavioral Sciences.

This book is required for one of my required upper division class. | am not a Poly Science major



added to that | am foreign and | can understand th book pretty good. So | guess this book is

explained really well.

Near to perfect content and tone, good product condition.

Great book for beginners in learning about political science. The reading is not difficult and the
examples illustrate the points very well. The author definitely kept in mind that the readers of the

book would be students starting out in learning about political sciences.

Great for learning about individual and group rationale with basic statistical formulas. Not at all

daunting, easy to read and learn- great segue-way.

it is really a good book to introduce the fundmental knowledge about political economic and pulic

choice. | use it as my textbook.

Got it for a class and am deeply regretful for needing to do so... COME ON PEOPLE MOVE TO
DIGITAL!! At least for school books...

To keep it simple: the author Kenneth Shepsle has a knack for explaining things. I'm surmising that
the text was published for didactic purposes and is probably required (as it was for me) for many
political science courses. The job was well done; the illustrations and examples nicely built on the
subject at hand. There are four parts. The first is the introduction. The second is called Group
Choice, and it does an excellent job in explaining the collective behavior of people when it comes to
making choices such as elections.Voting methods are explained extremely well and so are the
spacial models. The third part is called Cooperation, Collective Action, And Public Goods. In this
section, rational behavior - cooperation, and game theory were discussed. I've read game theory for
evolution in Richard Dawkin’s The Selfish Gene, but here you'll read it from a political perspective
and it does not disappoint. Part 4, called Institutions, is more political and talks about legislatures,
courts and judges, cabinets, etc. The author portrays a higher level of sophistication in his writing,
and nicely translates that to the reader. This is an excellent book if you want to understand political
science.
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